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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to present a methodological
and academic analysis of the political reform process in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by shedding light on the Shura
Council for being an apparatus that offers consultation and
proposes the bills, regulations and resolutions, approved and
endorsed by the President of the Council of Ministers in
addition to the powers granted to it under the Regulation.

The study tries also to clarify the function of the Shura
Council and the aim behind its formation and to present
proposals on how the Shura Council functions and organize its
own committees, compare the Shura Council with the legislative
authority in the parliamentarian regimes and give a future
outlook for the Shura Council as a legislative authority in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by granting it the powers
commensurate with the nature of the political system in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study was based on the assumption that the steps
taken by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the field of political
reform contributes partly to activating and highlighting the role
of Saudi citizens in the political reform and that giving the
Shura Council its legislative role and granting it more powers is
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an important step towards the reform process. And where no
need to western democracy.

The study was concluded by the fact that the Kingdom has
taken remarkable steps in the political reform domain, which
manifested the citizen's role and gave the Shura Council
(legislative authority) wide powers considered of the most
important steps taken in the reform aspect in addition to the
importance of permitting the citizen to take part in the decision
making process through the Shura Council's membership that is
achieved through election. Moreover, the legislative elections of
the Shura Council are the most significant popular participation
methods, expected to be applied in the Kingdom.

The study recommended that it is necessary to continue
the comprehensive political reform process and to benefit from
the Arabic and Islamic experiments and to continue the national
dialogue sessions, which are considered the healthy
environment for circulating ideas and trends in the society and
to try to enlighten the people with the importance of the
legislative authority that creates balance in the political system
and that it is necessary that all society segments, especially
scholars, intellectuals and the well-informed support the
political leadership and not to ignore women in the reform
process.

As for the Shura Council, the study recommended that it is
necessary to give this Council the powers of legislative
authority, reconsider the method of its formation from
appointment to election, which would guarantee the
participation of citizens in the political life and issue the laws
pertaining thereto, to activate its control role over governmental
apparatuses and to grant it the powers of accountability and
finally to define the powers of the Council of Ministers and the
Shura Council and to solve the problem of obscurity in the
function of each of them.
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